
The Swallow School District, with families and community, will inspire every child to achieve maximum potential for future success as a  
self-directed, problem-solving, responsible, life-long learner.

A message from the  
Superintendent

SWALLOW IN THE SPOTLIGHT

This year marks Swallow’s 175th Anniversary.  The 
doors opened on January 1, 1844, before Wiscon-
sin was even a state.  Thanks to the tremendous 
value the community has always placed on edu-
cation, high levels of community engagement, and outstanding staff,  
Swallow is a destination school district.

This past year you continued this tradition of support and partnered 
with us in countless ways from participating in the January  
Community Conversations series to serving on the Facilities Advisory 
Committee, as well as supporting the Swallow Education Foundation 
in raising more than $55,000 for enhanced learning and wellness 
opportunities for students. We are deeply appreciative of your 
commitment. 

The Facilities Advisory Committee, a committee of parents and res-
idents, assisted the board in assessing the condition of our building 
and grounds to determine a long-range master facilities plan. The 
results of this process as well as Community Survey feedback led the 
School Board to place a referendum for $8.3M on the November 6 
ballot. Much more about this process, information about the plan, 
and how you can learn more are on the accompanying pages.   

The Swallow staff deserves accolades not just for their role in stu-
dent academic growth, but for their equal focus on supporting each 
individual student’s social and emotional development. Along with 
our academically-focused school committees, the Swallow Strong 
Committee was formed by staff to ensure we dedicate ourselves to 
the whole child, as well as building up individuals to strengthen the 
school community. This attention has led to a decline in behavioral 
referrals and an increase to 88% of students recommending Swallow 
to a friend. This commitment to placing the needs of our students 
first and continually improving for their benefit is part of what allows 
our students to make exceptional gains in all facets of development. 

As we embark upon this milestone school year, please enjoy learning 
more about some of our accomplishments, needs, and goals. I 
welcome the chance to see you at school and out and about in the 
community.  

Sincerely,
Melissa 

Melissa Thompson, Ph.D.

The Swallow School Board of Education approved a resolution for a refer-
endum that will appear on the general election ballot on November 6. The 
proposed $8.3M referendum will result in a zero tax increase for district 
taxpayers due to the early retirement of debt. This referendum provides 
funding for the district’s long-range master facilities plan which was recom-
mended to the board in June by the Facilities Advisory Committee (FAC).  

By meeting with teachers and school staff, reviewing video footage of daily 
operations, participating in the January 2018 Community Conversations 
series, and discussing the condition of the building with board-approved 
construction manager C.G.Schmidt and architectural firm PRA, the FAC 
sought to understand current needs, helped identify solutions, reviewed 
potential plan options, and provided input on a Community-Wide survey 
residents took in May.

The survey (full results are available online) had a response rate of 44% 
and 70% of respondents indicated they believe the Swallow School District 
has a positive impact on their home values.  Fifty-three percent of respon-
dents pledged support for a $9.98M referendum while only 34% did so for 
a $11.08M question which would include renovation of the oldest sections 
of the building rather than replacement.  

While the $8.3M referendum includes a reduced version of the surveyed 
plan, it still addresses the most vital improvements to support program-
ming and pressing maintenance needs while being aligned with district 
values and responsive to community feedback.

“We listened to feedback provided by the community from the FAC, Com-
munity Conversations and the survey. We worked with our partners and 
have come up with a plan that will have no tax increase and can provide 
the community with a much-improved facility to better support learning,” 
commented School Board President John Stahl.   
 
“There comes a time when you have to weight the benefits of replacing 
the aging sections of the school versus continuing to put money into 
sections that will only need expensive continuous improvements over the 
lifespan of the facility. The public expressed concern over losing the history 
of the older sections of the building but didn’t want to place the financial 
burden on the school for its upkeep. We are working with the architect 
to ensure portions of the existing building, such as the iconic bell, can be 
repurposed into the design of the replacement portion of the building” 
continued Stahl.

More information on the referendum can be found on pages 2 and 3 of 
this publication and the district’s website:   www.swallowschool.org. 

Board Approves Resolution for  
Referendum on November 6th Ballot

Summer/Fall 2018
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Fifth Grader Takes First Place In Every Einstein Young Women Inventors Contest 
Fifth grader Olivia Orzechowski earned first place in the Every Einstein Young Women  
Inventors Contest with her idea for Sharkgearz, which the Director of Every Einstein  
commended as standing out “for the mix of science and simplicity.”  During their regular 
SOAR intervention and extension block all Swallow fifth graders worked on innovations in 
the fields of science and engineering.

An avid swimmer, Olivia decided her project would look into what might help keep sharks 
away. In her research, she learned about the ampullae of Lorenzini, a special organ found in 
sharks that detect minute changes of electricity in the seawater. Magnets interact with salt 
water to produce a weak electrical field. When a shark comes close to that field, it seems to 
disrupt the sharks’ special sixth sense, electroreception, and repels them away. 

Olivia found that there were products on the market that used magnets in bracelets or 
anklets for this purpose, but she was worried about what would happen if a shark approached from behind while the swimmer 
had the bracelet on a wrist, or vice versa. She decided the answer was a swimsuit or life vest for children that would have multiple 
magnets in the lining, creating a sort of field all around the wearer. 

As part of the award for Olivia’s win, Swallow School received $150 for science equipment.

Spotlight on Students

Three Students Earn National Recognition for 
Letters About Literature
Congratulations to Ashley Toy, Addison Koper, Parnia Serjooei 
and Samantha Dennis for reaching the semi-finals of the Let-
ters About Literature Contest. They were chosen as part of 25 
semi-finalists from over 700 applicants across grades 3-12.

Ashley wrote to Mike Lupica, author of Gamechangers # 2: 
Playmakers, Addison wrote to Angelica Banks, author of Finding Serendipity, Parnia wrote to Karen 
Hesse, author of Out of the Dust and Samantha wrote to Donna Cooner, author of Can’t Look Away 
and Worthy.

Letters About Literature is a reflective writing competition sponsored by the Library of Congress Cen-
ter for the Book. Students are asked to read a book, poem or speech and write to the author (living or 
dead) about how the book affected them personally. Letters are judged on state and national levels. 

Student Earns Prestigious Silver Key 
In March 8th grade student Ellie Hostetler’s picture “It Rained Down,”  
taken at a concert last fall, won a Silver Key Award and was on display in 
the Scholastic Student Art Show at the Milwaukee Art Museum. 

The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards recognize student achievement 
in the visual and literary arts in 29 categories, including photography, 
poetry, graphic design, fashion and science fiction. Each work of art and 
writing is blindly adjudicated, first locally through the more than 100  
affiliates of the Alliance, and then nationally by panels of judges com-
prised of renowned artists, authors, educators and industry experts.  
Works are judged on originality, technical skill, and emergence of  
personal vision or voice.

Annual Literacy Event Features Eleven Local Authors 
Swallow’s fourth annual Literacy Night included participation from 175 
families and 11 local authors who shared their books and writing  
experiences, as well as hosted readings, workshops, activities and crafts  
for the students during the school day and at the event. Authors who par-
ticipated included Marla Perfect, Jamie Gollnick, Gary & Gail Noel, Sandy 
Kegel, Kerri Lukasavitz, Karla Kralapp, Shannon Ishizaki and Sandy Brehl. 

This event was made possible by support from the Swallow Education Foundation, Scholastic Book Fairs, 
Costco, Delafield Wal-Mart, Piggly Wiggly, Silly Willyz, Orange Hat Publishing, The Learning Shop, Town Hall Library, Sussex Bowl, 
Sweet Dreams, Sentry of Delafield, Pick-N-Save, Dairy Queen and Martha Merrell Bookstore.

Congratulations to 6th grader Natalie Pies 
on winning the local VFW’s Patriot Pens 

essay contest! She participated as part of an 
optional writing extension during SOAR. 
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Promoting Passions Beyond The Classroom

Swallow uses an ongoing collaborative process to renew all curriculum and programming on a five year cycle. The renewal process 
includes: evaluation of current programming, curriculum renewal and design, implementation, and continuous improvement. 
During the 2017-18 school year the science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) programs were reviewed by committees of 
teachers and administration with input from students and parents. 

The review process began with focus groups engaging all stakeholders, a review of new state, national, and international standards 
and existing curriculum, evidence-based practices, industry feedback on skills gaps, and site visits to area school districts. The re-
sults of this process include updated skill-based learning targets, new resources to better support desired curricular outcomes, and 
a significant investment in professional development to support teachers in these changes. 
 
“The curricular review process gives our teaching staff the opportunity to evaluate the effectiveness of our educational offerings on 
an annual basis. Our students will benefit from the updated resources, materials, and programming sequencing that came out of 
this process,” said Kyle Moore, Principal.  The School Board took action to approve committee recommendations last spring.
 
Beginning this year students in 4K-5th grade will experience updated science, engineering, and computer programming units which 
use a variety of inquiry-based resources and have a focus on hands-on learning.  Examples of units include Trees and Water, Energy 
and Electromagnetism, The Science of Flight, Animals and Algorithms, Infection Detection, and a sequence of four units of comput-
er programming. While the middle school engineering and computer programming courses implemented over the past four years 
remain, new science units and resources will be introduced which have more lab-based activities and allow students the chance to 
work with data from experiments on a regular basis. 
 
Middle school students will transition to using the Big Ideas math program this year, which integrates STEM concepts in the daily 
work.  For grades 4K-5th, the newest version of Everyday Math will be implemented during the 2019-20 school year to ensure cur-
ricular alignment from elementary to the new middle school math programming and the development of specific intervention and 
extension lessons based on commonly confusing and mastered skills.    

Opportunities to pursue passions and interests 
beyond the classroom expanded this year for 
students in Kindergarten through fourth grade 
with the addition of Makerspace Club and the 
Junior Hawks Basketball program.  

Consistently filled within minutes of registra-
tion opening for each session, the Makerspace 
Club featured hands-on building activities and 
coding with Ozobots. Students designed and 
built a maze for an Ozobot, coded its path 
through the maze, and tested the results. 
Similarly popular, the Junior Hawks Basket-
ball program provided our youngest students 
with the chance to learn basic basketball skills 
while enjoying fitness with classmates.  

Funding for these programs was provided as 
a part of the district’s current Plan for En-
gagement in Lifelong Wellness and Enhanced 
Learning Opportunities with support from the 
Swallow Education Foundation. Additional 
offerings in drama and world languages are 
expected during the 2018-19 school year.

Congratulations to all of our  
athletes on great AMSAC seasons:

Girls Basketball
8th Grade - 1st place

7th Grade Gold - 1st place
7th Grade Black- 3rd place

6th Grade- 2nd place
5th Grade Black- 2nd place
5th Grade Gold- 3rd place

Boys Basketball
7th Grade Gold - 1st place
7th Grade Black- 2nd place 

8th Grade A - 3rd place
8th Grade B - 2nd place

Volleyball
6th Grade Girls -1st place 
8th Grade Girls- 1st place 

8th Grade Boys - 2nd place

Curricular Review Ensures Needed Skills
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NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING
(Section 65.90(4))

Notice is hereby given to the qualified electors of the Swallow School District that the budget hearing will be held at the 
Swallow School Multipurpose Room at W299 N5614 County Road E, Hartland, Wisconsin, on the 22nd day of August, 2018, 
at 6:00 p.m. o’clock.  A summary of the budget is printed below.  Detailed copies of the budget are available for inspection in 
the District’s office at W299 N5614 County Road E, Hartland, Wisconsin.  Dated this 10th day of August, 2018.

Peggy Moede, Clerk
Swallow School District

VOTER ELIGIBILITY
- United States Citizen
- Age 18 or older on Election Day
- Resident of the Swallow School District for ten (10) days before the August 22, 2018 meeting

NOTICE FOR ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING
(Section 120.08(1))

Notice is hereby given to qualified electors of the Swallow School District, that the Annual Meeting of said district for the 
transaction of business will be held in the Swallow School Multi-Purpose Room, located at W299 N5614 County Road E,  
Hartland, Waukesha County, Wisconsin, on the 22nd day of August, 2018, at 6:30 p.m. o’clock.

Peggy Moede, Clerk
Swallow School District

Swallow School Board and 
Annual Meeting Information

The Swallow School Board holds its regular monthly meet-
ings the third Thursday of each month beginning at 6:00 
p.m. The board also holds a monthly work session the first 
Friday of each month at 7 a.m. to study topics of import to 
the board and district.  Please see the Board Agenda page of 
the district website for meeting agendas, electronic board 
packets, and minutes.  All are invited to attend!

Long-Range Planning
As the basis for continuous improvement, the district has a 
Strategic Plan.  To ensure the district’s facilities can support 
the district’s Strategic Plan, the district has developed a 
Master Facilities Plan.  Taken together, they comprise the 
district’s Long-Range Plan. 

In 2017 the School Board approved a Strategic Plan for the 
district with action plans for Student Growth and Engage-
ment, Talent Management, and Finance and Operations.  
Significant progress has been made during the 2017-18 
school year in each area which will be presented at the up-
coming Annual Meeting on August 22.   

Earlier this summer the School Board acknowledged a 
Master Facilities Plan including more than $9M of improve-
ments to support district programming and students along 

with capital maintenance items.  Partial funding for this plan is be-
ing sought through a referendum placed on the November 6 ballot.  
More information on this plan and the referendum can be found 
on the district’s website:  www.swallowschool.org.   

Stahl and Polentini Re-Elected to Second Term 

Incumbents John Stahl and Susie Polentini were re-elected to the 
Swallow School Board during the spring election. Their new three-
year terms run through April 25, 2021.  During the board’s annual 
Organizational Meeting Stahl was appointed to serve as the Board 
President and Polentini the Vice President.  
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Swallow School District 
W299 N5614 County Rd E 
Hartland, WI 53029 

School Board 2018-19 
President: John Stahl 
Vice President: Susie Polentini 
Treasurer: Darin Clark 
Clerk: Peggy Moede 
Member: Aaron Dentz 
Superintendent: Melissa Thompson

Comments from readers and citizens are always wel-
come. Please contact Superintendent Thompson at 
thompson@swallowschool.org to share yours.

(p) 262-367-2000 
(f) 262-367-5014 
www.swallowschool.org

 

2018-19 SCHOOL CALENDAR

September 4      First Day of School
September 21      No 4K/Early Release at Noon
October 16 & 18     Parent/Teacher Conferences
October 19      No 4K/Early Release at Noon
October 25-26      No School
November 16      No 4K/Early Release at Noon
November 21-23    Thanksgiving Break
December 21       No 4K/Early Release at Noon
Dec.24-Jan. 1      Winter Break
January 18      No School
February 15-18       No School
Week of March 4    Parent/Teacher Conferences
March 15      No 4K/Early Release at Noon
March 25-29           Spring Break
April 18        No 4K/Early Release at Noon
April 19-22      No School
May 17        No 4K/Early Release at Noon
May 27        No School
June 6       Last Day of School for 8th   
       Grade and 4K
       8th Grade Graduation,
June 7          Last Day of School for KG-8
       Early Release at Noon
 

The Swallow School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, ancestry, creed, sex, marital or parental status, disability, or age in its programs 
and activities and provides equal access to the Boy/Girl Scouts and other designated 

youth groups. Federal law prohibits discrimination in employment.

Opportunities for Community Engagement
During the 2018-19 school year the district looks forward to engaging 
with you in many ways. Listings of concerts and special events, along 
with more information about those listed below can be found on our 
website at www.swallowschool.org. We especially hope you can join 
us for the following:

August: The district’s Annual Meeting and Budget Hearing will be 
held at 6 p.m. on the 22nd in the school’s Multipurpose Room. Join 
us to hear more about the district’s performance, budget develop-
ment process, and consider the proposed tax levy.

September: Open Houses will be held on Thursday, September 20 at 
5 p.m. and Tuesday, September 25 at 9 a.m. to learn more about the 
November 6 referendum and tour the school. No R.S.V.P. is necessary.

November 6: Vote in the general election. The district’s referendum 
question will be on the ballot. Voting takes place at your regular poll-
ing locations during established polling hours.

175th Anniversary: Our 175th anniversary will be on January 1, 2019 
and we are making plans to celebrate. Interested in helping? Please 
contact Nancy Hazelberg, Executive Assistant at 262-367-2000 x124 
or district@swallowschool.org. Thanks for your consideration!

8

FIRST CLASS MAIL
AUTO

US POSTAGE PAID
PEWAUKEE, WI

PERMIT N0. 3000


